1. DESCRIPTION OF THE 1987 PILOT STUDY

The 1987 Pilot Study, like its predecessors, provides an opportunity for social scientists to refine
existing NES measures and develop and test new instrumentation. This Pilot Study carries new

measures of foreign policy attitudes, system support, and morality. A significant portion of the

study is devoted to experiments in question wording and question order effects.

Study Design The Pilot Study can be thought of as a three-wave panel. A subsample of

457 respondents to the 1986 National Election Study were interviewed between May 5 and
May 30, 1987; 360 of these people were reinterviewed between June 2 and July 2, 1987. The
ICPSR dataset includes variables from the 1986 NES for the 457 Pilot Study cases. To
facilitate the testing of the new items, two forms were used in cach of the two waves.

Study Administration The Survey Research Center at the Institute for Social Rescarch
administered the pilot study by Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI).

Responses to open-ended questions, however, were recorded in pencil in separate booklets,
and later coded by the SRC coding section.To facilitate your use of the dataset, we have
prepared paper and pencil questionnaires so that the flow of the questioning can be more
casily seen.

Documentation A codebook and copy of the questionnaire are provided with the dataset.
Although the 1986 variables (from the Early Release dataset) are incorporated into the Pilot
Study data file, documentation for the 1986 items is not included in the 1987 Pilot Study
codebook. Users should refer to their 1986 NES codebook for the variable descriptions and
coding of the items asked in that survey. If you do not have a copy of the 1986 NES
codebook, please order the 1986 Early Release documentation from the ICPSR when you
request the 1987 Pilot Study data.

Study Processing Interviewing on the study ended July 2nd, and coding continued for two
additional weeks. After the various components of the dataset had been merged together,
the study staff scanned the frequencies for each variable. Beyond these very minimal
checks, the NES staff has not done any processing of these data. If you discover any
problems in the data or encounter difficulty using the data file, please contact me or a
member of the project staff so we can assist you and alert other users to the problem.

How (o Order the 1987 Pilot Study If you are at an institution that is a member of the
ICPSR, you should contact your Consortium representative and order this Class IV dataset in
the usual manner. If you are not affilisted with an ICPSR member institution, you can also
secure the 1987 Pilot Study Data and accompanying documentation from the ICPSR. Contact
me for details. The charge is $80. If you are a nonmember who also nceds a copy of the
1986 NES Early Release Documentation, the total cost of the data and documentation is
$100.
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WAVE 1

FORM A



EXACT TIME NOW:

Al.

A2,

Do you approve or disapprove of the way Ronald Reagan is handling his
Job as president?

1. APPROVE 5. DISAPPROVE 8. DON'T
1 KNOW
GO TO A2
Ala. Do you approve strongly or Ala. Do you disapprove strongly or
not strongly? not strongly?
1. STRONGLY 2. NOT STRONGLY 4. NOT STRONGLY 5. STRONGLY
APPROVE APPROVE DISAPPROVE DISAPPROVE

Do you approve or disapprove of the way Ronald Reagan is handling the
economy?

1. APPROVE S. DISAPPROVE 8. DON'T
1 , KNOW
A2a. Do you approve strongly or A2a. Do you disapprove strongly or
not strongly? not strongly?
1. STRONGLY 2. NOT STRONGLY 4. NOT STRONGLY S. STRONGLY
APPROVE APPROVE DISAPPROVE DISAPPROVE

1'd like to get your feelings toward some of our political leaders who
are in the news these days. I will use something we call the feeling
thermometer and here is how it works: 1'l1l read the name of a person
and I'd like you to rate that person using the thermometer. Ratings
between SO and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorable and warm toward
that person. Ratings between 0 degress and 50 degrees mean that you
don't feel favorable toward the person and you don't care too much for
that person. If you recognize a name, but don't feel particularly warm
or cold toward the person, you would rate them at the 50 degree mark.
If we come tO a person whose name you don't recognize, you don't need
to rate that person. Just tell me and we'll move on to the next one.
DEGREE

A3a. Our first person is Ronald Reagan. How would you

rate him using this thermometer? (PROBE "DON'T KNOW" !

RESPONSE: When you say "don't know” do you mean

that you don't know who the person is, or do you
have something else in mind?)

A3b. Robert Dole? (How would you rate him using this
thermometer?)

Adc. George Bush?
A3d. Jack Kemp?

Ade. Gary Hart?



Ad.

(Ratings between 50 and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorable and
Ratings between 0 and 50 degrees mean that you
don't feel favorable toward the group and that you don't care too much

warm toward the group.

A 2

for that agroup. If you recognize the name, but you don't feel

particularly warm or cold toward the group, you would rate it at the SO

degree mark.)

And still using the thermometer, how would you rate the following
groups?

Ada.

Adb.
Adc.
Add.
Ade.
AdtL.
Adg.
Adh.
Add.

AdY.

DEGREE

Our first group is liberals. (How would you rate
it using this thermometer?

Poor people?
Conservatives?

Feminists?

Republicans?

Moral Majority?
Democrats?

Blacks?

Christian Fundamentalists?

People on Welfare?



AS. I am going to read several statements. After each one, please tell me
whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, neither agree nor disagree,
somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree.

STRONGLY | SOMEWHAT |{NEITHER | SOMEWHAT | STRONGLY
AGREE AGREE AGREE NOR|DISAGREE |DISAGREE
DISAGREE
) 2) (3) 4 (5)

AS5a. Generally, the more
influence America has
on other nations, the
better off they are.

ASb. Other countries should
try to make their
governments as much like

o AR

ours as possible.

ASc. The important thing for
the U.S. foreign aid
program should be to
make sure that the U.S.
gains a political advan-
tage in world affairs.

ASd. In view of America's
moral and material ’ ’
superiority, it is only ’
right that we should
have the biggest say in
deciding United Nations S
policies.
















A9.

“A9a.

A%b.

A9c.

A9d.

ASe.

AlO.

All.

Al2.

Here is a 1ist of some activities that occupy members of the U.S. House
of Representatives as part of their job. We want to know how important
you think these activities should be.

VERY SOMEWHAT |NOT VERY [NOT AT ALL|DON'T
IMPORTANT | IMPORTANT | IMPORTANT | IMPORTANT |KNOW
) (1) () (3) 4) (8)

Helping people in their
district with problems
they may have in
dealing with the
government?

Making sure their
district gets its fair
share of government
money and projects?

Working in Congress on
bill cocerning national
issues?

Working in Congress on
bills important mainly
to their district?

Taking a leading role
in Congress?

»

i

What percentage of Americans would you say are receiving welfare payments?

)

Generally speaking, do you think the federal government is spending too much
money, not enough money, or just about the right amount of money on welfare
programs?

1. TOO MUCH 2. NOT ENOUGH 3. ABOUT RIGHT 8. DON'T KNOW

Who do you think should have the greatest responsibility for helping the
poor: the government, the poor themselves, or voluntary groups such as
churches and charities?

1. GOVERNMENT}|2. POOR THEMSELVES||3. VOLUNTARY|[4. BOTH GOVERNMENT AND

GROUPS POOR THEMSELVES

S. BOTH GOVERNMENT AND|{|6. BOTH POOR AND 7. COMBINATION |}8. DON'T
VOLUNTARY GROUPS VOLUNTARY GROUPS OF ALL THREE KNOW




7

All. Which of these two statements is closest to your own position: Government
is responsible for the well-being of its citizens and has an obligation to
take care of them; OR people are responsible for their own well-being and
have an obligation to take care of themselves?

1. GOVERNMENT IS||2. INDIVIDUAL IS||6. (IF VOLUN-{|7. (IF VOLUN-|]|8. DON'T

RESPONSIBLE RESPONSIBLE TEERED): || TEERED): KNOW
I T : NEITHER BOTH
[ |
GO TO Al4

Al3a. Do you feel strongly about this or not strongly?

5. STRONGLY 4. NOT STRONGLY 8. DON'T KNOW

Al4. People sometimes feel sympathetic towards various groups in society. How
sympathetic do you feel towards welfare recipients? Would you say you feel
extremely sympathetic, very sympathetic, somewhat sympathetic, or not at all

sympathetic?
1. EXTREMELY 2. VERY 3. SOMEWHAT 4. NOT AT ALL 8. DON'T
SYMPATHETIC SYMPATHETIC SYMPATHETIC SYMPATHETIC KNOW

Al5. Regardless of how you personally feel about the two parties, I'd like you to
tell me which one, the Republican party or the Democratic party, would do a
better job of handling the probln. of managing welfare programs?

1. DEMOCRATIC 5. REPUBLICAN 3. (IF VOLUNTEERED):
PARTY PARTY NEITHER

6. (IF VOLUNTEERED): BOTH 8. DON'T KNOW

Al6. Looking ahead, do you think the problem of managing the economy would be
handled better in the next four years by the Republicans, by the Democrats,
or about the same by both?

1. BETTER BY THE S. BETTER BY THE 3. SAME BY BOTH 8. DON'T
REPUBLICANS DEMOCRATS KNOW




Al7. Now we would like to know something about the feelings you have toward
Ronald Reagan. Has Reagan -- because of the kind of person he is, or
because of something he has done -- ever made you feel...

YES; HAVE FELT|NO; NEVER FELT
(1) (5)

Al7a. Angry?

Al7b. Hopeful?

Al7c. Afraid of him?

Al7d. Proud?

AlB. When it comes to politics, do you usually think of yourself as a liberal, a
conservative, a moderate, or don't you think of yourself that way?

S.NEITHER (NO

PREFERENCE) | | 3.MODERATE | {8.DON‘T| | 4 .DON'T THINK
1.LIBERAL||2.CONSERVATIVE KNOW OF SELFP

1 |

6.R INSISTS; NO
UNDERSTANDING

NEXT PAGE, Al9

{

Al8a. Would you call yourself a Al8b. Do you think of yourself as
strong (liberal/conservative) more like a liberal or more
or a not very strong like a conservative?
(liberal/conservative)?

S. LIBERAL
1. STRONG 5. NOT VERY STRONG
LIBERAL LIBERAL 6. CONSERVATIVE
3. STRONG 4. NOT VERY STRONG
CONSERVATIVE CONSERVATIVE




Al9. Some people think the government should provide fewer services, even in
areas such as health and education in order to reduce spending. Other
people feel it is important for the government to provide many more
services, even if it means an increase in spending.

Al9a. Before telling me how you feel about this, could you tell me ;hat
kinds of things come to mind when you think about fewer government
services? (Any others?)

Al9b. Now, what kinds of things come to mind when you think about
increases in government spending? (Any others?)

Al9c. Now 1'd like to restate the question.

Some people think the government should provide fewer services, even
in areas such as health and education in order to reduce spending.
Other people feel it is important for the government to provide many
more services even if it means an increase in spending. Which is
closer to the way you feel?

1. FEWER SERVICES; 3. IF VOLUNTEERED: S. MORE SERVICES;

REDUCE SPENDING DEPENDS INCREASE

A20a.

SPENDING

Now I am going to read two statements. Please tell me which comes
closest to your own view.

Premarital sex is immoral,
OR

There is nqthinq necessarily immoral about premarital sex.

1. IMMORAL 2. NOT 3. DEPENDS 8. DON'T KNOW;
IMMORAL CAN'T CHOOSE
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A20c. Please consider these two statements:
Having children without being married is immoral,

OR

There: is nothing necessarily immoral about having children without
being married.

1. IMMORAL 2. NOT 3. DEPENDS 8. DON'T KNOW;
‘ IMMORAL CAN'T

A20c. (The next two statements are:)
Homosexuality is immoral,
OR

There is nothing necessarily immoral about homosexuality.

1. IMMORAL 2. NOT 3. DEPENDS 8. DON'T KNOW;
IMMORAL CAN‘T CHOOSE

A20d. And which of these comes closest to the way you feel?

On the question of whether homosexuality is immoral, I have my own
view but I'm not sure if it is the one true answer,

OR

(On the question of whether homosexuality is immoral,) I feel there
is a basic truth to the position 1 have taken.

1, NOT 2. BASIC 3. DEPENDS 8. DON'T KNOW;
SURE TRUTH CAN'T CHOOSE

A20e. (Next:)
Divorce ls immoral,
OR

There is nothing necessarily immoral about divorce.

1. IMMORAL 2. NOT 3. DEPENDS 8. DON'T KNOW;
IMMORAL CAN'T CHOOSE
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A20f. And which of these comes closest to the way you feel?

On the question of whether divorce is immoral, I have my own view but
I'm not sure if it is the one true answer,

OR

(On the question of whether divorce is immoral,) I feel there is a
basic truth to the position I have taken.

1. NOT 2. BASIC 3. DEPENDS 8. DON'T KNOW
T CHOO

i
SURE TRUTH CAN' SE

A20g. (The next two Statements are:)
Abortion is immoral,
OR

There is nothing necessarily immoral about abortion.

1. IMMORAL 2. NOT 3. DEPENDS 8. DON'T KNOW;
IMMORAL CAN'T CHOOSE

A20h. And which of these comes closest to the way you feel?

On the question of whether abortion is immoral, I have my own viw
but 1'm not sure if it is one true answer,

OR

(On the gquestion of whether abortion is immoral,) I feel there is a
basic truth to the position I have taken.

1. NOT 2. BASIC 3. DEPENDS 8. DON'T KNOW;
SURE TRUTH CAN'T CHOOSE






