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This document describes the ANES 2010-2012 Evaluations of Government and 
Society Study survey for December 2011, also known as EGSS-3. 
 

Study Overview 
 

The EGSS-3 is the third of several cross-sectional studies being conducted by ANES 
in 2010, 2011, and 2012 to test new instrumentation and measure public opinion 
between the presidential elections. The surveys are being conducted entirely on the 
Internet using nationally representative probability samples. Respondents are 
members of the Knowledge Networks KnowledgePanel, an omnibus panel of 
respondents recruited using telephone and address-based sampling methods who 
are provided free internet access and equipment when necessary.  
 
Data collection occurred December 7 through December 13, 2011. 
  
Preliminary Release 
 

This is a “preliminary release” to give access to the data as quickly as possible. 
Preliminary data differ from complete ANES datasets in several important ways. 
Quality-control review, error correction, file formatting, and documentation are not 
complete. As such, the current dataset is a rough draft and the preliminary data 
probably contain errors. The preliminary file is meant to serve analysts who want 
to start working with the data as soon as possible and who are comfortable starting 
their work on a preliminary file with little documentation.  
 

ANES staff are now working on the full release of the file, which we anticipate will 
be completed a few months after the preliminary release. It will replace the 
preliminary dataset and will be accompanied by expanded documentation. The full 
release may also include some changes to the data, such as error corrections and 
edits to the variable names and labels, to improve accuracy or usability. If you have 
comments or questions about the preliminary data, please send them to 
anes@electionstudies.org  
 

 

mailto:anes@electionstudies.org


EGSS-3 at a glance 

 

Title:  ANES 2010-2012 Evaluations of Government and Society 
Study, December 2011 Survey 

Short title:  ANES EGSS-3  
Main purpose:  To test new instrumentation and measure public opinion 

regarding national leaders and political issues.  
Population:  The study represents U.S. citizens age 18 or older. 
Sample:  Random-digit-dial (RDD) and address-based sample (ABS) 

recruitment. 
Design:  The EGSS is a series of cross-sectional surveys, each with a 

separate sample. It is not a panel study. 
Mode:  Internet 
Number of cases:  1,315 on the file, of whom 1,262 completed the survey 

Field period:  December 7 through December 13, 2011  
Response rate:  Pending, probably about 2.5 percent or less (AAPOR RR3) 

Interview length:  Median of 23 minutes. 
Weight:  Use the variable C3_weight for analyses that generalize to the 

population.  
Sponsors & design:  The National Science Foundation funded the study, which was 

designed by the ANES Principal Investigators and senior staff.  
Data collection firm: Knowledge Networks, Inc. 
 

 

Dataset Variables 
 

The dataset includes data from the ANES questionnaire administered in December 
2011 and from profile questionnaires administered by Knowledge Networks to the 
same respondents on prior occasions.  
 

Variables on the file are as follows. 
 

The first 57 variables on the file are administrative records, IDs, weights, and 
related items. 
 

Variables C3_A1 through C3_ZY5 (58-245; 188 variables) are the data from the ANES 
questionnaire. 
 
Variables C3_PPAGE through C3_pppa0129 (variables 246-476) are data from 
Knowledge Networks profile surveys. These profile surveys were administered 
prior to the ANES survey.  
 

C3_timezone indicates the time zone at the respondent’s location. 
 
C3_SIGNUP indicates the date the panelist joined the KnowledgePanel. 



 
C3_num_comp shows how many surveys the respondent completed for Knowledge 
Networks as of December 13, 2011. 
 
C3_ppcmdate is the date the respondent completed the Core Profile survey. 
 

Variables C3_t_IntroDisplay through C2_t_ZD3 (variables 481 through 597) record 
the elapsed time for components of the survey. 
 

Variables C3_IntroDisplay_1 through C2_ZY5_4 (variables 598 through 1062) 
indicate if a respondent stopped taking the interview at a specific point in the 
survey. 
 

 

Weights and Data Analysis 
 

The data from the recontact survey are designed to be analyzed with weights. You 
must use weights to generalize to the population. For general discussion of these 
issues and detailed instructions for weighting and sampling error calculations for 
ANES studies, see DeBell (2010), How to Analyze ANES Survey Data 
(http://www.electionstudies.org/resources/papers/nes012492.pdf). 
 

There are two weight variables on the preliminary data file: 
 
C3_sampwt is the base weight that accounts for initial selection of the sample.  
 

C3_weight is the poststratified weight for analysis that is intended to generalize to 
the population. 
 

Standard errors (also called sampling errors), confidence intervals, and 
statistical significance tests must be calculated using methods appropriate for 
a complex-sample survey. For comprehensive general instructions, see DeBell 
(2010). The EGSS does not require stratum or cluster variables, but does need to be 
weighted.  
 

 

http://www.electionstudies.org/resources/papers/nes012492.pdf


Variable names in SPSS portable format 
 

The SPSS Portable file format (.por) used for the preliminary data release is limited 
variable names of 8 or fewer characters. Variable names that originally exceeded 8 
characters have been truncated as follows on this preliminary file. Note that numbered 
variables are often numbered differently on the .por file. 
 

 
Original Extended Name Portable (.por file) 

Abbreviated Name 

c3_CaseID c3_casei 

C3_CD_NAME c3_cd_na 

C3_sampwt c3_sampw 

C3_weight c3_weigh 

c3_tm_start c3_tm_st 

c3_tm_finish c3_tm_fi 

C3_duration c3_durat 

C3_DataCollection_Status1 c3_datac 

C3_DataCollection_Status2 c3_dat_1 

C3_DataCollection_Status3 c3_dat_2 

C3_DataCollection_Status4 c3_dat_3 

C3_DataCollection_Status5 c3_dat_4 

C3_DataCollection_Status6 c3_dat_5 

C3_DataCollection_Status7 c3_dat_6 

C3_DataCollection_Status8 c3_dat_7 

C3_DataCollection_Status9 c3_dat_8 

C3_xbgroup c3_xbgro 

C3_xf1 c3_xf1 

C3_xj1j6 c3_xj1j6 

C3_xorder1 c3_xorde 

C3_xstereo c3_xster 

C3_xlg c3_xlg 

C3_xlg2 c3_xlg2 

C3_xblocs c3_xbloc 

C3_xllorder c3_xllor 

C3_xltorder c3_xltor 

C3_xs3s6 c3_xs3s6 

C3_xt1t4 c3_xt1t4 

C3_xw1w8 c3_xw1w8 

C3_xorder2 c3_xor_1 

C3_xorder3 c3_xor_2 

C3_xz1z8 c3_xz1z8 

C3_xzm1zm6 c3_xzm1z 



C3_xrepgrp c3_xrepg 

C3_xzp1 c3_xzp1 

C3_xzpgroup c3_xzpgr 

C3_xzp6 c3_xzp6 

C3_xzp7 c3_xzp7 

C3_xzp8 c3_xzp8 

C3_xformat c3_xform 

C3_xzp9 c3_xzp9 

C3_xzpq1 c3_xzpq1 

C3_xzpq2 c3_xzpq2 

C3_xzpq3 c3_xzpq3 

C3_xzp13 c3_xzp13 

C3_xzp14 c3_xzp14 

C3_xzp15 c3_xzp15 

C3_xzp17 c3_xzp17 

C3_xzp19 c3_xzp19 

C3_xzp20 c3_xzp20 

C3_xzqgroup c3_xzqgr 

C3_xzq2 c3_xzq2 

C3_xzx1 c3_xzx1 

C3_xzy5 c3_xzy5 

C3_xN1orN3 c3_xn1or 

C3_xorder c3_xor_3 

C3_xppa0070 c3_xppa0 

C3_A1 c3_a1 

C3_C1 c3_c1 

C3_C2 c3_c2 

C3_EB1 c3_eb1 

C3_EB2_Approve c3_eb2_a 

C3_EB2_Disapprove c3_eb2_d 

C3_EM1 c3_em1 

C3_EM2_Approve c3_em2_a 

C3_EM2_Disapprove c3_em2_d 

C3_EM3 c3_em3 

C3_F1 c3_f1 

C3_J1 c3_j1 

C3_J2 c3_j2 

C3_J3 c3_j3 

C3_J4 c3_j4 

C3_J5 c3_j5 

C3_J6 c3_j6 

C3_LG3 c3_lg3 

C3_LG4 c3_lg4 



C3_LG5 c3_lg5 

C3_LG7 c3_lg7 

C3_LG8 c3_lg8 

C3_LG9 c3_lg9 

C3_LG11 c3_lg11 

C3_LG12 c3_lg12 

C3_LG13 c3_lg13 

C3_LG15 c3_lg15 

C3_LG16 c3_lg16 

C3_LG17 c3_lg17 

C3_LL2 c3_ll2 

C3_LL3 c3_ll3 

C3_LL4 c3_ll4 

C3_LL5 c3_ll5 

C3_LL6 c3_ll6 

C3_LL7 c3_ll7 

C3_LL8 c3_ll8 

C3_LL9 c3_ll9 

C3_LL10 c3_ll10 

C3_LL11 c3_ll11 

C3_LL12 c3_ll12 

C3_LL13 c3_ll13 

C3_LT1 c3_lt1 

C3_LT2 c3_lt2 

C3_LT3 c3_lt3 

C3_LT4 c3_lt4 

C3_LT6 c3_lt6 

C3_LT7 c3_lt7 

C3_LT8 c3_lt8 

C3_LT9 c3_lt9 

C3_LT11 c3_lt11 

C3_LT12 c3_lt12 

C3_LT13 c3_lt13 

C3_LT14 c3_lt14 

C3_M1 c3_m1 

C3_M2 c3_m2 

C3_N1 c3_n1 

C3_N2 c3_n2 

C3_N3 c3_n3 

C3_N4 c3_n4 

C3_N5 c3_n5 

C3_N6 c3_n6 

C3_Q1 c3_q1 



C3_QB1_One_Party c3_qb1_o 

C3_QB1_Split c3_qb1_s 

C3_QM1_One_Party c3_qm1_o 

C3_QM1_Split c3_qm1_s 

C3_QM2 c3_qm2 

C3_S2 c3_s2 

C3_S3 c3_s3 

C3_S4 c3_s4 

C3_S5 c3_s5 

C3_S6 c3_s6 

C3_T1 c3_t1 

C3_T2 c3_t2 

C3_T3 c3_t3 

C3_T4 c3_t4 

C3_UB1 c3_ub1 

C3_UB2_Support c3_ub2_s 

C3_UB2_Oppose c3_ub2_o 

C3_UM1 c3_um1 

C3_UM2_Support c3_um2_s 

C3_UM2_Oppose c3_um2_o 

C3_UM3 c3_um3 

C3_W1P c3_w1p 

C3_W2P c3_w2p 

C3_W3P c3_w3p 

C3_W4P c3_w4p 

C3_W5P c3_w5p 

C3_W6P c3_w6p 

C3_W7P c3_w7p 

C3_W8P c3_w8p 

C3_W1C c3_w1c 

C3_W2C c3_w2c 

C3_W3C c3_w3c 

C3_W4C c3_w4c 

C3_W5C c3_w5c 

C3_W6C c3_w6c 

C3_W7C c3_w7c 

C3_W8C c3_w8c 

C3_Z1 c3_z1 

C3_Z2 c3_z2 

C3_Z3 c3_z3 

C3_Z4 c3_z4 

C3_Z5 c3_z5 

C3_Z6 c3_z6 



C3_Z7 c3_z7 

C3_Z8 c3_z8 

C3_ZD1 c3_zd1 

C3_ZD2 c3_zd2 

C3_ZD3 c3_zd3 

C3_ZD4 c3_zd4 

C3_ZE1 c3_ze1 

C3_ZE2 c3_ze2 

C3_ZG_1 c3_zg_1 

C3_ZG_2 c3_zg_2 

C3_ZG_3 c3_zg_3 

C3_ZG_4 c3_zg_4 

C3_ZK1 c3_zk1 

C3_ZM1 c3_zm1 

C3_ZM2 c3_zm2 

C3_ZM3 c3_zm3 

C3_ZM4 c3_zm4 

C3_ZM5 c3_zm5 

C3_ZM6 c3_zm6 

C3_ZP2 c3_zp2 

C3_ZP3 c3_zp3 

C3_ZP4 c3_zp4 

C3_ZP5 c3_zp5 

C3_ZP2_PromptUsed c3_zp2_p 

C3_ZP3_PromptUsed c3_zp3_p 

C3_ZP4_PromptUsed c3_zp4_p 

C3_ZP5_PromptUsed c3_zp5_p 

C3_ZP6 c3_zp6 

C3_ZP7 c3_zp7 

C3_ZP8 c3_zp8 

C3_ZP9 c3_zp9 

C3_ZP10 c3_zp10 

C3_ZP11 c3_zp11 

C3_ZP12 c3_zp12 

C3_ZP13 c3_zp13 

C3_ZP14 c3_zp14 

C3_ZP15 c3_zp15 

C3_ZP16 c3_zp16 

C3_ZP17 c3_zp17 

C3_ZP18 c3_zp18 

C3_ZP19 c3_zp19 

C3_ZP20 c3_zp20 

C3_ZP21 c3_zp21 



C3_ZP22 c3_zp22 

C3_ZQ1 c3_zq1 

C3_ZQ2 c3_zq2 

C3_ZQ3 c3_zq3 

C3_ZQ4_Higher c3_zq4_h 

C3_ZQ4_Lower c3_zq4_l 

C3_ZQ5 c3_zq5 

C3_ZQ6 c3_zq6 

C3_ZQ7_More c3_zq7_m 

C3_ZQ7_Less c3_zq7_l 

C3_ZQ8 c3_zq8 

C3_ZR1 c3_zr1 

C3_ZR2 c3_zr2 

C3_ZR3 c3_zr3 

C3_ZR4 c3_zr4 

C3_ZR5 c3_zr5 

C3_ZR6 c3_zr6 

C3_ZR8 c3_zr8 

C3_ZR9 c3_zr9 

C3_ZR10 c3_zr10 

C3_ZS1 c3_zs1 

C3_ZS2 c3_zs2 

C3_ZU1 c3_zu1 

C3_ZW1 c3_zw1 

C3_ZW2 c3_zw2 

C3_ZW3 c3_zw3 

C3_ZW4 c3_zw4 

C3_ZW5 c3_zw5 

C3_ZW6 c3_zw6 

C3_ZW7 c3_zw7 

C3_ZW8 c3_zw8 

C3_ZW9 c3_zw9 

C3_ZW10 c3_zw10 

C3_ZX1 c3_zx1 

C3_ZY1 c3_zy1 

C3_ZY2 c3_zy2 

C3_ZY3 c3_zy3 

C3_ZY4 c3_zy4 

C3_ZY5_Insert c3_zy5_i 

C3_ZY5 c3_zy5 

C3_PPAGE c3_ppage 

C3_ppagecat c3_ppa_1 

C3_ppagect4 c3_ppa_2 



C3_ppreg9 c3_ppreg 

C3_PPEDUC c3_ppedu 

C3_PPEDUCAT c3_ppe_1 

C3_PPETHM c3_ppeth 

C3_PPGENDER c3_ppgen 

C3_PPHHHEAD c3_pphhh 

C3_PPHHSIZE c3_pphhs 

C3_PPHOUSE c3_pphou 

C3_PPINCIMP c3_ppinc 

C3_PPMARIT c3_ppmar 

C3_PPMSACAT c3_ppmsa 

C3_PPREG4 c3_ppr_1 

C3_PPRENT c3_ppren 

C3_PPSTATEN c3_ppsta 

C3_PPT01 c3_ppt01 

C3_PPT1317 c3_ppt13 

C3_PPT18OV c3_ppt18 

C3_PPT25 c3_ppt25 

C3_PPT612 c3_ppt61 

C3_PPWORK c3_ppwor 

C3_PPNET c3_ppnet 

C3_partyid3 c3_party 

C3_partyid7 c3_par_1 

C3_pppa0001 c3_pppa0 

C3_pppa0002 c3_ppp_1 

C3_pppa0003 c3_ppp_2 

C3_pppa0004 c3_ppp_3 

C3_pppa0005 c3_ppp_4 

C3_pppa0006 c3_ppp_5 

C3_pppa0220 c3_ppp_6 

C3_pppa0221 c3_ppp_7 

C3_pppa0008 c3_ppp_8 

C3_pppa0009 c3_ppp_9 

C3_pppa0010 c3_pp_10 

C3_pppa0011 c3_pp_11 

C3_pppa0012 c3_pp_12 

C3_pppa0013 c3_pp_13 

C3_pppa0016 c3_pp_14 

C3_pppa0017 c3_pp_15 

C3_pppa0018 c3_pp_16 

C3_pppa0019 c3_pp_17 

C3_pppa0020 c3_pp_18 

C3_pppa0021 c3_pp_19 



C3_pppa0022 c3_pp_20 

C3_pppa0023 c3_pp_21 

C3_pppa0024 c3_pp_22 

C3_pppa0025 c3_pp_23 

C3_pppa0026 c3_pp_24 

C3_pppa0027 c3_pp_25 

C3_pppa0028 c3_pp_26 

C3_pppa0029 c3_pp_27 

C3_pppa0030 c3_pp_28 

C3_pppa0031 c3_pp_29 

C3_pppa0032 c3_pp_30 

C3_pppa0033 c3_pp_31 

C3_pppa0034 c3_pp_32 

C3_pppa0035 c3_pp_33 

C3_pppa0041 c3_pp_34 

C3_pppa0042 c3_pp_35 

C3_pppa0043 c3_pp_36 

C3_pppa0044 c3_pp_37 

C3_pppa0045 c3_pp_38 

C3_pppa0046 c3_pp_39 

C3_pppa0047 c3_pp_40 

C3_pppa0048 c3_pp_41 

C3_pppa0049 c3_pp_42 

C3_pppa0050 c3_pp_43 

C3_pppa0051 c3_pp_44 

C3_pppa0130 c3_pp_45 

C3_pppa0131 c3_pp_46 

C3_pppa0132 c3_pp_47 

C3_pppa0133 c3_pp_48 

C3_pppa0134 c3_pp_49 

C3_pppa0135 c3_pp_50 

C3_pppa0136 c3_pp_51 

C3_pppa0137 c3_pp_52 

C3_pppa0138 c3_pp_53 

C3_pppa0139 c3_pp_54 

C3_pppa0140 c3_pp_55 

C3_pppa0141 c3_pp_56 

C3_pppa0142 c3_pp_57 

C3_pppa0143 c3_pp_58 

C3_pppa0144 c3_pp_59 

C3_pppa0145 c3_pp_60 

C3_pppa0146 c3_pp_61 

C3_pppa0147 c3_pp_62 



C3_pppa0148 c3_pp_63 

C3_pppa0149 c3_pp_64 

C3_pppa0150 c3_pp_65 

C3_pppa0151 c3_pp_66 

C3_pppa0152 c3_pp_67 

C3_pppa0153 c3_pp_68 

C3_pppa0154 c3_pp_69 

C3_pppa0155 c3_pp_70 

C3_pppa0156 c3_pp_71 

C3_pppa0157 c3_pp_72 

C3_pppa0158 c3_pp_73 

C3_pppa0159 c3_pp_74 

C3_pppa0160 c3_pp_75 

C3_pppa0161 c3_pp_76 

C3_pppa0162 c3_pp_77 

C3_pppa0163 c3_pp_78 

C3_pppa0164 c3_pp_79 

C3_pppa0165 c3_pp_80 

C3_pppa0166 c3_pp_81 

C3_pppa0167 c3_pp_82 

C3_pppa0168 c3_pp_83 

C3_pppa0169 c3_pp_84 

C3_pppa0170 c3_pp_85 

C3_pppa0171 c3_pp_86 

C3_pppa0172 c3_pp_87 

C3_pppa0173 c3_pp_88 

C3_pppa0174 c3_pp_89 

C3_pppa0175 c3_pp_90 

C3_pppa0176 c3_pp_91 

C3_pppa0177 c3_pp_92 

C3_pppa0178 c3_pp_93 

C3_pppa0179 c3_pp_94 

C3_pppa0180 c3_pp_95 

C3_pppa0181 c3_pp_96 

C3_pppa0182 c3_pp_97 

C3_pppa0183 c3_pp_98 

C3_pppa0184 c3_pp_99 

C3_pppa0185 c3_p_100 

C3_pppa0186 c3_p_101 

C3_pppa0187 c3_p_102 

C3_pppa0188 c3_p_103 

C3_pppa0189 c3_p_104 

C3_pppa0190 c3_p_105 



C3_pppa0191 c3_p_106 

C3_pppa0192 c3_p_107 

C3_pppa0193 c3_p_108 

C3_pppa0194 c3_p_109 

C3_pppa0195 c3_p_110 

C3_pppa0196 c3_p_111 

C3_pppa0197 c3_p_112 

C3_pppa0198 c3_p_113 

C3_pppa0199 c3_p_114 

C3_pppa0200 c3_p_115 

C3_pppa0201 c3_p_116 

C3_pppa0202 c3_p_117 

C3_pppa0203 c3_p_118 

C3_pppa0063 c3_p_119 

C3_pppa0064 c3_p_120 

C3_pppa0065 c3_p_121 

C3_pppa0066 c3_p_122 

C3_pppa0067 c3_p_123 

C3_pppa0068 c3_p_124 

C3_pppa0069 c3_p_125 

C3_pppa0070 c3_p_126 

C3_pppa0071 c3_p_127 

C3_pppa0204 c3_p_128 

C3_pppa0205 c3_p_129 

C3_pppa0072 c3_p_130 

C3_pppa0073 c3_p_131 

C3_pppa0074 c3_p_132 

C3_pppa0075 c3_p_133 

C3_pppa0076 c3_p_134 

C3_pppa0077 c3_p_135 

C3_pppa0078 c3_p_136 

C3_pppa0079 c3_p_137 

C3_pppa0080 c3_p_138 

C3_pppa0081 c3_p_139 

C3_pppa0082 c3_p_140 

C3_pppa0083 c3_p_141 

C3_pppa0084 c3_p_142 

C3_pppa0085 c3_p_143 

C3_pppa0086 c3_p_144 

C3_pppa0087 c3_p_145 

C3_pppa0088 c3_p_146 

C3_pppa0089 c3_p_147 

C3_pppa0090 c3_p_148 



C3_pppa0091 c3_p_149 

C3_pppa0092 c3_p_150 

C3_pppa0093 c3_p_151 

C3_pppa0094 c3_p_152 

C3_pppa0095 c3_p_153 

C3_pppa0096 c3_p_154 

C3_pppa0097 c3_p_155 

C3_pppa0098 c3_p_156 

C3_pppa0099 c3_p_157 

C3_pppa0100 c3_p_158 

C3_pppa0101 c3_p_159 

C3_pppa0102 c3_p_160 

C3_pppa0103 c3_p_161 

C3_pppa0104 c3_p_162 

C3_pppa0206 c3_p_163 

C3_pppa0207 c3_p_164 

C3_pppa0208 c3_p_165 

C3_pppa0209 c3_p_166 

C3_pppa0210 c3_p_167 

C3_pppa0211 c3_p_168 

C3_pppa0212 c3_p_169 

C3_pppa0213 c3_p_170 

C3_pppa0105 c3_p_171 

C3_pppa0106 c3_p_172 

C3_pppa0107 c3_p_173 

C3_pppa0108 c3_p_174 

C3_pppa0109 c3_p_175 

C3_pppa0110 c3_p_176 

C3_pppa0111 c3_p_177 

C3_pppa0112 c3_p_178 

C3_pppa0113 c3_p_179 

C3_pppa0114 c3_p_180 

C3_pppa0115 c3_p_181 

C3_pppa0116 c3_p_182 

C3_pppa0117 c3_p_183 

C3_pppa0118 c3_p_184 

C3_pppa0119 c3_p_185 

C3_pppa0120 c3_p_186 

C3_pppa0121 c3_p_187 

C3_pppa0122 c3_p_188 

C3_pppadate c3_pppad 

C3_pppatime c3_pppat 

C3_pppatcat c3_p_189 



C3_pppa0123 c3_p_190 

C3_pppa0124 c3_p_191 

C3_pppa0125 c3_p_192 

C3_pppa0214 c3_p_193 

C3_pppa0215 c3_p_194 
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