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The following pages chart the appearance of traits used in candidate evaluations in NES
studies over the past 15 years. (In Congressional Election years, such as 1994, the trait
battery has been used for the incumbent President.) The net was broadly spread to include,
in addition to the traditional personal interview time series studies conducted in the fall of
even-numbered years, the Pilot Studies and other major data collections, such as the 1984
Continuous Monitoring Study . The source for the report is the NES Continuity Guide,
updated through 1993, supplemented by lookups in the questionnaires and codebooks for 1994
and the Pilot Studies.

The 1994 trait question wording is :

"Think about Bill Clinton. In your opinion, does < TRAIT> describe Bill
Clinton extremely well, quite well, not too well, or not well at all?"

Earlier versions of the questions were somewhat wordier, e.g.:

"I am going to read a list of words and phrases people may use to describe
political figures. Think about the <PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE>. In
your opinion, does the phrase <TRAIT> describe <PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATE > extremely well, quite well, not too well, or not well at all?"

We usually time the trait battery at 6 seconds per trait per candidate, plus 12-20 seconds for
the lead-in.

In the two charts which follow, the first is a summary page which lists which traits were used

in which traditional time series studies. The second chart lists traits used for each candidate
in all NES studies since the 1979 Pilot Study, when traits were introduced into NES.

KEY:

Ct 1980 "Minor Panel”

CM Continuous Monitoring
MP1 1980 "Major Panel”

P-P or P/P:  Pre and Post-Election Study
Po: Post-Election Study

Pi Pilot Study

ST Super Tuesday



TRAITS FOR PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES IN NES TRADITIONAL TIME SERIES

1980-1994
80 |82 |84 |8 |88 |90 (92 (94
P/P |Po |P/P {Po | P/P {Po |P/P | Po
CARES ABOUT ENVIRONMENT v
COMMANDS RESPECT v
COMPASSIONATE v |V v
DECENT v |V
DEVELOP GOOD RELATIONS v
WITH
OTHER COUNTRIES
DISHONEST e v
FAIR v
GETS THINGS DONE v v
HARDWORKING v
HONEST v v
IN TOUCH WITH ORDINARY v/
PEOPLE
INSPIRING v v v |V v
INTELLIGENT v |V v/
KIND v/
KNOWLEDGEABLE v v v |V v v
MORAL v v v |V v v
POWER-HUNGRY e
PROVIDES STRONG LEADERSHIP | ¢/ v/ v/ 4 v/ v
REALLY CARES ABOUT PEOPLE 4 v |/ v v
LIKE R
RECKLESS v
RELIGIOUS v/
SETS GOOD EXAMPLE v
SOLVE OUR ECONOMIC v
PROBLEMS
TOUGH ON CRIMINALS v
UNDERSTANDS PEOPLE LIKE R v
WEAK v
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